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For a person must always be occupied with something; if it is not something good, then it will be
something evil and sinful. That is why we should always work diligently if we wish to avoid the occasion
and temptation to sin.

Divine Providence did not assign the same type of work to everyone, since some people work
with their hands, while others work with their head. Some people work hard, others work less hard.
That work done in the sweat of one’s brow, to which God obligated all people without exception,
contains within itself merit, hope and payment during life here on earth as well as in the next world.
Work was meant to be a source of blessings and the burden and harshness of the work were meant to
be the source of peace, prosperity and satisfaction.

Therefore, every work, undertaken in the light of faith, has a double meaning. It is a help to us in
overcoming our sinful tendencies and it washes away our faults a t the same time. At the same time, for
all the difficulties and burdens involved in this work, we receive a reward and payment — satisfaction
and peace. In reality, no one is able to properly appreciate all of the blessings which conscientious and
good hearted work, understood and carried out in a godly spirit, assures for individuals, as well as for
society. It is work that is the source of life. A nation that works is a happy nation. The law of God
concerning work is a source of blessing for man it is the basis of his existence and his meaning. From
this, we have this proverb in almost every language: “Decent work enriches a man” and “Without work
there is no reward.”

Without work, the ground remains barren and brings forth only weeds, thorns and shrubs. It is
only by work and through work that a man can assure himself of food and maintenance.

Through constant, persevering labor, with the Aid of intensive work, man has secured for
himself authority over everything created on earth and has gained command over all of nature and over
all of the various forces secret to nature. All of the discoveries and inventions with which mankind in our
present times boasts, all of this man credits wot work that is always joined with difficulty and drudgery.
It is not only connected to sweat but also to tears and blood.

Such people, societies and such nations, who forget about the law and duty of work, who set up
as their task and goal in life, the use of things to satiety and surfeit, cannot develop, nor can they proper
and be happy with their importance and fame. They have no right to a better future. They definitely
must fall and in reality, they will miserably vanish.

Everything in this world that is great and beautiful, everything that is magnificent and famous is
due to work. All of the creations and people’s works bear on themselves the stamp of the Divine law of
working in the sweat of one’s brow, for they all credit their beginning to the work of the hands or the
mind of man. As long as people remembered that Divine law about work, as long as they did their work
with the thought of God, and considered work as a law and a necessity of life on earth, that is how long
their work assured them a blessing.

However, from the time they began to work without God, completely ignoring the laws and
commandments of God, it was soon also that they stopped considering work as a necessity of life.
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Today, the majority of people consider work solely as a source of gaining money, with the help
of which one can play a lot and use everything to satiety. And it is here, the reason why today peace, the
unanimity of the interests of all classes of society and brotherly love, is very broken and impaired.

Yet, amongst the people, there is being waged a heated battle for existence. Despite the fact
that in present times, people not only work during the day but also at night, is it possible that there is no
poverty or misery among the people, amongst people who not only work with their hands, but also with
modern machines. This proverb proves true for us: “Even if man over-works his hands up to elbows, if
God does not bless his work, all his efforts are wasted.”

For everything, as people today sing at their amusements: “Easy come, easy go!” Very few
people work today in order to live, in order to someday receive an eternal reward and pay but, on the
contrary, in order to waste time with their earned money, to play a lot and to uses their money and
have their paradise, their heaven here on earth.

Perhaps for this reason, this material prosperity is seasoned with poverty and misery, which
penetrates constantly deeper into the lists of the working classes and ruins the true and real meaning
and purpose of man’s work.

Man'’s life on earth is short and he must make the most of it through work. A human life is not
time to be wasted but it is time to earn money by working.

The Son of a carpenter, He was at the same time the Son of God, and yet he was not ashamed of
doing physical work. The Apostles, as St. Paul states, worked with their hands to provide for their lives.

The people of our times do not view work with such a Christian eye. Today’s modern person
bears a reluctance to work, especially to work that is connected with a lot of effort, difficulties and
sweat.

Allow me to call your attention to the fact that for 30 years, our Savior worked in a carpenter’s
shop together with His guardian and foster father. Most willingly he stayed with people who were
dedicated to hard labor. To such, He called: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and | will
give you rest.”

He chose His apostles and disciples from among the working class of people. All of this should be
for us a lesson, an admonition and an example to always fulfill all of our work and occupations with
resignation to the Will of God.

A person who is a believer should join every one of his works with prayer, according to that old,
Christian maxim: “Pray and work.” Who works in this manner, even if his work is the most common and
most simple, it takes on a completely different value and meaning.

People ordinarily look at and evaluate work from the appearance of its external and general
value. But, God looks at its internal value. God looks at the disposition with which we carry out our
work. He who knows how to join his work with prayer, such a person will never feel sorry for himself nor
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complain that God made him work in a position, which in the eyes of the world seems too lowly and less
esteemed and respected. He will always work willingly, fervently and honestly.

He who works unwillingly, who while working murmurs, complains and does his work
negligently, that work has little value or meaning in God’s eyes. Work is taking pains for the purpose of
gaining the means needed in order to maintain one’s own life and that of a family. This purpose
demands diligent, zealous and persevering work.

In every occupation and in every profession, we have good workers but, we also have workers
who are of little value. Especially those, who only work when they sense there is a foreman or a
superintendent who is watching him. Such, from whom there emanates a strange aroma of stagnation
and laziness, who do wrong to careful and conscientious workers. They forget about the principle of
Christ — “that a worker is worthy of his pay.” Therefore, “Whatever the work is like, such is the pay.”

This duty of giving honest work reminds all workers of that great Protector of the Worker, Leo Il
when he wrote about civil matters in his famous encyclical: “In entirety and faithfully they are to do the
work to which they obligated themselves through a voluntary and worthy arrangement, and they are
not permitted to do wrong to the employer, neither to his person nor to his property.

A person of law, especially a good Christian, will work conscientiously in order to instill in
himself a sense of duty and a love of work, because he does not forget that this is, as it were, a ladder
and over these rungs, he can raise himself higher in the life of society.

For the entire value and efficacious activity of our life depends only on this whether we know
how to work and to conscientiously fulfill the duties of our state of life. It is only for honest work for the
Christian fulfillment of duties that a just pay, that means such a pay that would be sufficient to satisfy
the needs of life for his entire family by a wise limitation of expenses so he could save something to pay
for some kind of unforeseen misfortune, or for his later years, when a person no longer has enough
strength to work or for some dark hour of life.

But, even the highest pay will only then assure the workers of a suitable livelihood and the
desired existence when moderation and thrift will be the basis of their lives which should be organized
according to the principles and commandments of religion.

We know only too well from experience that prosperity does not depend only on the high
amount of pay. For there is no lack of areas in our country where near many factories and a highly
developed industry, the workers receive considerable pay and despite that there is a lot of misery there
especially at times of some kind of out of work as a strike.

For example, in the area of Buffalo, there are places where after two weeks of being out of
work, the workers there have nothing with which to buy food. For prosperity not only depends on the
amount of pay, but rather from whether moderation, economy and morality are practiced during the
times when work goes full steam.
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An expert on complicated matters in society wrote this back in 1910: “ What good is the biggest
weekly paycheck or the considerable monthly pension if the greater part of it is wasted on good times in
those many clubs, night coffee houses and other local amusement places. Unfortunately, our country is
full of such places of every kind. One can find such places at almost every step.

The owners of those places are not sleeping either. They use various allurements in order to
draw everyone to themselves, especially those whose pockets jingle with money, in order to give them
the easy possibility of squandering away the money gained by their hard work.

The Church wants to work for the good of all people without exception. That is why it puts forth
every effort, uses every possible means in order to instill in the minds of these workers a love for
moderation, for the practice of economy and for a life of religious morality. The Church reminds
everyone to always hold on in life to the Christian principles: “Pray and work.” To their diligent work
they were to add economy in order to truly work in a Christian way.

It was for this purpose that the Church always preached as the Savior did about the obligation to
work, the meaning of work and the virtues of work. It promises with this that he who fulfills his work,
obligations and duties in the way that God demands, for such a person, work becomes the road to
possibly true happiness here on earth.

Work that is carried out in a Christian manner ennobles a person and raises his dignity, meaning,
value and respect. Christ, by the fact that He worked, showed the world that the principle held by the
pagans, namely, that work was to be the lot and duty only of prisoners and poor people, was false and
unjust.

In all of the Christian world, work and all the workers were highly valued. Everyone who works
has the right to a just wage, and holding back such a wage is a sin, crying out to heaven for vengeance.

Moral theology always stands in defense of workers as being weaker and dependent on others.
It teaches that the pay should be high enough so that the worker could satisfy his first needs of life, so
that he could maintain his health and his strength for further work, besides so that from that pay he
should be able to save something for himself in case of sickness.

Furthermore, his pay should be enough so that the worker could put aside some money in case
of a possible lack of work and also, to be able to set some money aside for his old age, when he will no
longer have the strength needed to work. Finally, his pay should be such that it would enable the worker
to establish a family and maintain it sufficiently.

The amount of pay depends on many circumstances that are too many to mention here. It
suffices to mention the rise in the cost of living and the cost of housing.

Pope Leo XIIl wrote such reminders: “In general, let those who are the rich and the employers
be mindful of the fact that neither the law s of God nor those of people allow anyone to oppress the
needy and the poor for their own personal profit and to draw profits from other’s penury.”
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Besides a monetary pay which must serve to maintain the entire family of the worker, every
decent work assures each person other benefits also. Above all else, it shelters the person from extreme
poverty. As the Wise Man already wrote: “Who cultivates his land, will be satisfied with bread but, every

lazy person is always in need.”

Reasonable work gives a person health and strengthens his body. He who wants to live a long
and healthy life, must definitely be moderate in eating and drinking and should also always work
diligently. Experience teaches us that such people reach a ripe old age, while lazy people, idlers and the
unemployed fall sooner on the road of life.

Work assures a person of inner satisfaction, peace of soul and is the basis of true happiness on
earth. Satisfaction in the life of a worker is an important and absolute need.

Even if the worker has legal protection and reasonable prosperity and even certain assurance of
his time of inability to work, he still always has many burdens, worries and problems in life. Therefore,
he must recognize in his work that if it is not the Will of God, then at least, it is permitted by God. In
such work one finds happiness.

For then one will toil and work not only for temporal and earthly pay, but also for an eternal
reward, bearing in mind the promise of the Apostle of Nations: “Everyone will take his personal pay
according to his work.”
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February 27, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

In many churches in the coal region of Pennsylvania, on the days of December 21 — 22 - 23
special devotions were held with the purpose of begging the Providence of God for an improvement in
the conditions of labor, for the opening of the mines which have been inactive for a long time, depriving
the miners of a decent earning for their daily piece of bread.

This is what a young American of Polish heritage wrote: “We pray that working conditions will
become more prosperous and that many more men will be called to work. All we want is our health and
work.” This simple but honest worker understands what one and the other mean. He knows why he is
alive.

Here again is an extract from another letter: “The coal mines in our community which are the
only means of earning any money were closed for nine months. The people here suffered many
shortages, but did not lose heart. The people prayed fervently to the Mother of God and that Mother of
God answered their prayers, for on December 8, the day on which the Marian Year ended, two great
mines called their workers back to work, and today, my husband brought home his pay - the first one
since the month of March. There is joy in our house because my husband is working.” They value the
meaning and value of work.

Now listen to what5 a young girl writes. She feels lost: “About five years ago, a doctor advised
my father to move out of the city of Cleveland because my father is threatened with tuberculosis. He
worked all of his live in a foundry and he is no longer young.

Father bought a small house in East Cleveland and three lot s on which he grows vegetables in
the summer. My mother is angry with him because he made us move out of our old neighborhood. In
order to appease her, he bought her an automobile while he takes the bus to work.

There probably hasn’t been a single day that my mother hasn’t driven out to visit someone. But,
she hasn’t stopped harassing my father.

AT that time my brother and | were attending school. Our father said little but he always
seemed very sad. Mother complained that she had too much work, that noone of her close relative or
friends live nearby, and sometimes she began to cry and utter threats.

Because of this my brother joined the Marines and my father began to drink. Today he suffers
from stomach ulcers. My mother acts as though she doesn’t see any of this. None of this seems to
concern her. She dresses like a model and refuses to stay at home.

| clean the house, wash the dishes and wash clothes in the evening. | don’t know how long | can keep
this up.”
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Well, it's evident that that modern wife and mother is holding on to the principle — “One must
use the world as long as you are young.” But she is not considering the results of such a thoughtless
usage. From here to our talk entitled:

EVERY LAZY PERSON IS ALWAYS IN MISERY

There were times, about 40 years ago, when a worker was considered as a working animal, as a
prisoner, without any rights. He was maltreated, abused, exploited, and in the end, he was literally
thrown on the rubbish pile, just like an old, worn-out, broken down piece of junk.

A worker, regardless of where he worked, whether in the mines or the coke ovens, on the docks
or on the railroad, in a factory or a stone quarry, he worked at least eleven or sometimes twelve hours
or more for a meager pay that was so poor, that today an average worker makes more for an hour than
his father made for an entire day.

A man would rise about 4:00 am and ordinarily walked three miles or more because he wanted
to save the three cents or nickel that the street car cost. He returned home in the evening at 6:00, 7:00
or even later.

For six days of such heavy work, on Saturday evening he would bring home his entire pay of 6, 7
or 8 dollars. Please understand that this was his weekly, not daily pay. Such was the former
remuneration rather such was the pay of the worker in years past. He also got a moral pay, better called
an immoral pay in the form of countless name calling, cursing and humiliations.

He could work as hard as an ox, he could serve as faithfully as a dog yet, despite this, he never
heard a word of recognition or praise, but, on the contrary, a shower of brutal words and vulgar
nicknames fell on his head. During those times, the fate of a worker was very difficult. The worker was
an orphan — without father and mother — without a lawyer or a protector.

Times have changed and now in our times, nothing is so widely spoken of and written about as
about workers and laborers, their rights, their pay and their privileges. By the say, | mention that here in
our country, clubs have been organized by arch-progressive women who are agitating for the passing of
a law on the force of which men would have to pay their wife for house work. That is one more proof of
how widely and loudly the matter of work is being examined.

But, on the other hand, it is very quiet concerning the duty and dignity of work and even more
quiet and silent concerning the duties and obligations of the workers. Our times are so weakened and
distorted that everyone claims for himself pretensions to something. He keeps claiming something for
himself, but stubbornly keeps silent and doesn’t want to hear about duties.

You probably know from your personal experience that the people of today consider even
ordinary work as an unbearable burden and they scorn such work and run away from such work.

Today, we often hear and read the principle that every person has the right to work. | agree. |
will even add more, namely, that every person not only has the right to work, but that he has the
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obligation to work; but, he does not have the right to demand that his work should always be light, that
it would be work without any strain, without any difficulty and sweat, and at the same time, that the pay
would always be high and excessive, not comparable to the efforts and abilities put into this work.

Not too long ago | read a talk given by some expert in social matters, who settles pretty large
misunderstandings in establishments which employs sever thousands of workers. Among other things,
he said, “The general motto of today’s times is to work as little as possible. If it is absolutely necessary to
work, then do only light work, but collect the highest possible pay for it. Also with this — to eat and drink
well, recreate a lot and use everything on earth to satiety. Work lightly and just a little and live well. “So
much for him and now, my turn.

Despite this motto for present times, already from the very dawn of humanity, from the
creation of the first person on earth, there exists a different law about work. A law announced by the
Creator of heaven and earth, contained in these words of Holy Scripture: “In the sweat of your brow you
shall eat your bread” and “in toil you shall eat from the ground all the days of your life.”

And from that time, when God announced that law to man, everything on this earth changed. It
changed to the point of not being recognized — States changed; the borders of countries changed; entire
nations disappeared; customs and practices changed. Sometimes people’s laws changed, but that law of
God about work has up until now, never changed.

Therefore, today, people’s lives are to be uninterrupted work. Nobody has been exempted from
this law. Everyone, regardless of position or profession, must fulfill this law about work just because
he/she is a human being. Job clearly states, reminding us that: “Man is born to work and a bird to fly
about.” Therefore work is the destiny of man on earth.

Suitably for this fate, the human body possesses members capable of movement and of work.
For what reason would we have the hands, feet and eyes which God had given us? Why do we have the
blood in our veins that give life to our body? Finally, why do we have that strength and energy which we
feel within ourselves?

Sensible work, as every one of us can confirm from personal experience, gives us health,
increases our strength, prolongs life, is a source of satisfaction and gives us the feeling of our own worth
and dignity.

On the contrary, due to a lazy and inactive life, a person weakens, runs his health, shortens his
life and opens wide the gate to many abuses. St. John Chrysostom stated a principle that is truly worth
memorizing: “Everything lives by movement and work, but dies through laziness.”

In reality we see that everything on earth moves about, works and fulfills its purpose given it by God the
Creator. Unintelligent creatures are always in motion. Every one of them works as he can and as he
knows how. One of the earlier Church writers had this to say on that matter: “The sun rises every day in
order to bring light and heat to everything here on earth. The earth, if suitably cultivated, brings forth a
variety of fruit every year. All the animals work in their own way and satisfy the various needs of man.
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Even the angels in heave n, those active spirits, fulfill the Will of God and carry out the messages which
God entrusts to them.

Therefore, is it possible that man would be excluded from this law of general work? And this is
the man who was raised above all other creatures, who is to be the lord and king of all the creatures on
earth, who possesses an immortal soul and stands the closest to angels?

It is only work, honest work that gives man the right to life. Who avoids work, who is afraid of
sweat and pains, who constantly complains about work, who at the sight of work gets himself and
others all nervous, such a person does not deserve his daily bread.

The Apostle of the Nations, in a letter to the Thessalonians write: “If anyone refuses to work,
then he should also not eat.” A person who doesn’t want to work, the Spirit of God sends to an ant to
teach him how to work. You don’t believe me, do you? Therefore listen to what I'll read from the Book
of Allegories: “Go to the ants, you lazy one and look well at her ways and learn wisdom.”

Who does not want to work, he is not worthy for this holy ground to carry him. Who does not want to
work, he is not worthy for people to suffer him in their company, since he is a useless member of
society. He is a parasite, a person, living at the cost of others. He pestered others; is a burden for others;
he is a sponger, an idler and a leech.

St. Paul the Apostle begs us just as he pleaded with the first Christians: “We beg you, brothers
that you would settle your affairs and work with your hands . . . and would not desire anything.”

The Apostle bids us not to get mixed up in other people’s affairs, not to cause anyone pain or
annoyance but have every person remember his duties and fulfill them conscientiously and good
heartedly work to maintain his livelihood. It is true that in this Divine Command obliging everyone to
work “in the sweat of their brow” there is talk only of the work of the body, physical work but everyone
easily recognizes and understands that included in that, is also spiritual work.

For every person, besides having a body, also has a soul which has been gifted with many noble
gifts and therefore besides physical work, there is spiritual and mental work. Workers of physical work,
those who work with their hands often, and even too often, refuse to recognize and do not understand
this spiritual work, despite the fact that such work is often linked to greater difficulty and t oil than
physical work.

How much intensity, what concentration, what exertion and what diligence, for example, is
demanded by work in the field of education. A living proof and a practical testimony is to this day the
unknown progress in the conquest, control and usage of the forces of nature as the smashing of the
atom, the subjugation of the forces of the atom, and hydrogen and cobalt. Also, the testimonies are
those many inventions and modern discoveries which can make daily life easier and more pleasant.

Physical work, bodily work in many cases cannot be separated from spiritual work and mental
work. A simple farmer, before he plants anything, must know what kind and which soil fits best with this
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or some other seed, for this or some other vegetables, so that the harvest would be most plentiful and
the crops would be worth it.

The farmer must know how deep to plow the field. He must recognize the results of various
manures. All of this, in addition to his manual labor, demands the work of the mind. Otherwise, his
farming becomes a catastrophe, a bankruptcy and the public sale of the farm.

Every person, | repeat, every person, without any exception, has the obligation imposed on him
by God to work either physically or mentally. He is obligated from a two-fold reason; first, because he is
a human being, and secondly, because he is a sinner.

Theologians teach us that work is a penance and by means of work we are able to wash away
and eradicate the punishment due to sin.

If the first man had not sinned, we would not have needed tow work so hard nor would we be
subject at work of so much fatigue, weariness and suffering. Ur work then would have been a charming
and pleasant pastime.

However, from the time that man became disobedient to the commands and decrees of God
and dared to cross the prohibition of the Creator, from then on work became a burden and a
punishment for disobedience.

Ground that was not cultivated began to give out just thorns and shrubs; a person could extract
nourishment from it only with great difficulty and with all the intensity of his strength until his
exhaustion.

Moreover, if we have a little bit of humility and some sincerity, we must admit that we sin
almost at every step of the way; daily, not once but seventy-seven times seven times every day, we
violate the law of God by our brusqueness, impatience, egoism, self-conceitedness and God only knows
what else. Did we ever think of that? For that, we have no time.

Therefore, isn’t it a worthy and just matter, for all of us, each in his own occupation, to work
diligently and zealously so that we would patiently bear all of the difficulties and toils of our daily work?
For we can offer all of our works, ands with this work join the difficulties and annoyances we encounter,
to God as a penance and satisfaction for all of our offenses and sins.

Furthermore, even if a person didn’t have any sins for which he had to atone, even then he
needs the work in order to avoid the sins to which idleness opens wide the door. Laziness is the source
and beginning of very many sins. Laziness suggests evil thoughts to a person, low desires and vile
intentions. A lazy person is pestered by frequent violent temptations to evil, since he himself not only
invites them to himself, but he himself is seeking something to do and is constantly digging in dirty
thoughts which usually show up in his actions.




